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ci-devant noblemen and hunted priests were hidden.1 Of
these assistants the most important were the Comte de
Noyant, the Chevalier de Salgues and Claude and Dominique
Allier, who had played a part in all the troubles in the
Vivarais. It is necessary to insist upon the personal history of
Charrier, and the names of his associates, in order to show that
his rising was essentially royalist in its character, and not
federalist, as were the insurrections of the cities. His pre-
parations were well made, as had been those of the Comte de
Saillans in the Vivarais in the previous July ; but any chance
of success he might have had was ruined by precipitation.
The decree for the forced levy of three hundred thousand
soldiers had created universal disgust among the youth of the
Gevaudan, as it had in many other places, and on March 20
there was arising of three thousand men at La Panouse, which
was prevented from developing into a Venddan war by the
prompt action of eight hundred national guards of Milhau,2
and then sternly suppressed like the rising at Pernes in the Pas-
de-Calais. The evidence of the spirit of the peasants shown
by this rising, and still more the triumphant advance of a
Spanish army into Roussillon, headed by a band of Emigres,
made the royalist leaders eager to raise their partisans at once
in insurrection. In vain did Charrier point out that they
were not yet strong enough to revolt with any hope of success,
and that over-precipitation had ruined the chances of Saillans ;
the eloquence of Claude Allier won the day, and on May 26,
1793, a royalist army, which never exceeded two thousand men,
and was led chiefly by abbe's and cures, collected under the
command of Charrier, and occupied the little town of Marve-
jols. Unfortunately this royalist success was marred with
cruelty ; seven houses were pillaged and thirteen leading
republicans murdered.3 From Marvejols, Charrier marched
to the more important town of Mende, which he took without
opposition, and where a municipal officer was murdered. But
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